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On Aug. 31 in Caracas, Juan Jose Delpino, president of Venezuela's major labor group
Confederation of Venezuelan Workers (Confederacion de Trabajadores de Venezuela-CTV) , told
reporters and colleagues that Argentina provided a clear case of the failure of general (nationwide)
strikes. He said, "Tomorrow in Argentina the 13th general strike [since President Raul Alfonsin
took power]. Having had no appreciable results from the previous 12, the country's political, social
and economic situation has not changed." Delpino, a Social Democrat, is a supporter of Accion
Democratica (AD), President Jaime Lusinchi's party. AD supporters are in the majority among
CTV union leaders. Delpino's statements were in response to demands by Christian Democrat and
leftist factions within the Confederation to call a general strike and organize marches throughout
the country. Such actions, they argue, are necessary for pressuring the Lusinchi government
to respond to workers' demands for wage hikes, and state-provided social welfare benefits.
According to Delpino, President Lusinchi has displayed an "anti-worker" attitude, and has been
negligent in responding to workers' legitimate claims. The right to strike, said the CTV leader,
is an essential tool for workers in judiciously applying pressure on employers to meet specific
demands. However, general strikes directed at solving a country's structural problems simply do not
work. * On the same day in Buenos Aires, Manfred Huber, representative of the Konrad Adenauer
Foundation, declared that attempts to merge the functions of labor unions and political parties
"has a destabilizing effect" on politics, and that general strikes do not have positive results because
they are "demonstrations of impotence." In a presentation titled, "Trade Unionism in the Federal
Republic of Germany and the Republic of Argentina," at a conference on democracy and peace in
Buenos Aires, Huber asserted that while strikes are a necessary weapon, "other possibilities must
first be exhausted." According to Huber, in the post-WWII period the German labor movement
adopted a "form of integrationist action." He added, "Trade unions do not function as adjuncts or
extensions of [political] parties. This division of interests aids stability." After mentioning that in
1987 German trade unions signed three-year agreements, Huber stated that the labor movement
"functions as a stabilizer..., and insofar as they are strong, as a guarantee to employers that the
agreements will be fulfilled." In reference to the Argentine situation, Huber said that the links
between unions and parties must be "resolved" for the benefit of the "workers themselves."
Later, Huber claimed that "today the labor movement is not the vanguard in a process of social
advancement." Rather, he said, the success of the labor movement depends on its ability to arrive
at and carry out agreements. In an implicit reference to the general strike called by the General
Labor Confederation (CGT) for this week, Huber said that general strikes have no positive results
for workers: "They are demonstrations of impotence. Instead, debate and dialogue should be
rationalized." Huber used the German post-war situation as an example: "When Germany was in
ruins, employers knew that government programs were not enough, that they needed the workers."
Next, he pointed out that in "crisis situations, the water rises to employers knees, and perhaps to
workers' necks...But both want to get out of the water." (Basic data from AFP, DYN, 08/31/88)
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